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The People’s Republic of China

has opened its doors to Western

ideas, culture, and business. It is very anxious to promote cultura
exchanges at many levels. In 2001, the China International Travel
Service, along with the governments of Beijing, Xian, Guilin,
Guangzhou and Shenzhen, and Shanghai, exclusively requeste
Music Celebrations to take American ensembles to China and
perform in the top music conservatories as well as interact with their
music students to help them build their music programs. This has
led to the creation of the annudmerican @lebration of Music in

the People’s Republic of ChinRecommended bands, choirs, and
orchestras are now annually invited to perform in the most

prestigious concert halls throughout China.

The American Celebration of Music is now a special annual perfor
tour program, co-sponsored by local governments, music assoc|z
community organizations, and tourist boards around the globe. In
countries this has developed into a prestigious, recognized, year-long ==
series festival. Recognition of this festival facilitates greater acq@s#=s

done through other affiliations. This equates to more meaningful musicg
emotional experiences for participating performance ensembles.

I n 2008, theWorld Expo Event Departmergccepted Music Celebrations to be the sole provider of 30 musical
performing groups from North America to th&hanghai World Expo 2010. This includes free admission to

the World Expo, free meal vouchers for each musician throughout the day of the performance, anc
outstanding performance venues replete with sound systems, chairs, music stands for the seated musici.
lighting, risers for choirs, loud speakers, and changing room facilities with toilets (hard to come by in Chinal).

No other place on earth possesses such an intensity of
beauty and strangeness, nor has a longer, richer historica
legacy, and few other nations are likely to be as important
in the 21st century. China's culture remains exotic, despite
rapid modernization and growing Western influences. Itis

now possible to travel to most of the interesting places in
China in a style not dreamed of ten years ago, or barely
possible five years ago. China travel is a mobile feast o
sights and sensations, new and old.

Chinese art and history are a constant delight, and to see
China's past made visible, whether in the vaults where the

First Emperor died among his terra-cotta armies or in the

Forbidden City where the last emperor was born, brings the dreamy Middle Kingdom to life.

The interest by the Chinese in Western culture is such that a Western orchestra, choir or concert band
captivate a large and enthusiastic audience no matter where it performs. Imagine your musical group perfol
near the Great Wall, an ancient city square, a cultural center auditorium, or perhaps participating in a mus
cultural exchange at a Chinese school -- all these things are possible!
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Day 1
Depart from The USA via scheduled air service, including full meal, beverage service and in-

flight entertainment. The destination is Shanghai, China.

Day 2 Shanghai
Arrive in Shanghai. Meet your MCI Tour Manager who will assist the group to awaiting
chartered motorcoach for a transfer to the hotel via panoramic tour of Shanghai’s highlights

en route (time permitting). Evening Dinner and overnight.

Day 3 Shanghai
Breakfast at the hotel. Half-daghtseeing includes Shanghai’'s Old Town a charming mesh

of lanes and alleyways. Also visit the Yu Garden with its marvelous vistas of pools, pavilions
and rock gardens, then on to visit the Municipal Planning Exhibition Haéfternoon
rehearsal and visit to the World Expd.unch and dinner will be arrangedtvening
concert at the World Expo Music Festival.

Day 4 Shanghai
Breakfast at the hotel. Morning tour of Shanghai includes visiting the Bund, probably the

most famous thoroughfare in China. Also see the Temple of Jade Buddha and the Nanijing
Road Pedestrian Walkway. Lunch and dinner will be arranged.

Day 5 Shanghai / Wuxi
Breakfast at the hotel. Depart Shanghai for Wuxi via Motorcoach. Upon arrival gnjoy a
cruise on Lake Tai Hu. One of China’s largest lakes, Tai Hu is famous for its ro¢ks, an
indispensable feature of a traditional garden. Afternoon rehearsal. Lunch and dinner at

local restaurants.Evening joint concert at the newly built City Hall as part of the
American Celebration of Music in China

Day 6 Wauxi / Suzhou / Shanghai / Beijing
Breakfast at the hotel. Depart Wuxi for Suzhou, the city described by Marco Pold as the
Paradise on Earth. Suzhou sightseeing includes the ancient Panmen Water Gate| and the
Grand Canal. Lunch and dinner to be arranged at local restaurants. Return bjack to

Shanghai to board the overnight train to Beijing.

Day 7 Beijing
Arrive in Beijing in the early morning. Breakfast to be arranged. Aboard your motofcoach

en route to sightseeing, enjoy an orientation of Chinese culture, a brief history, and the
economic and political situations. Visit Tian An Men Square, the Forbidden City (FPalace
Museum), and the Temple of Heaven. Lunch to be arranged. This evening, &énjoy a
traditional Beijing Duck Banquet.

Day 8 Beijing
Breakfast at the hotel. Excursion to the Great Wall of China at Ju Yong Pass, on¢ of the
world's architectural wonder®erformance on the Great Wall as part of the American
Celebration of Music in Chinal.unch and dinner to be arranged. In the evening, attend

the Beijing Acrobatic Performance

Day 9 Beijing
Breakfast at the hotel. Morning tour of the Summer Palace. Afternoon rehearsal. [Lunch

and dinner to be arrangedEvening joint concert at the concert hall of the Central
Conservatory of Music (or other major University) as part of the American Celebration of Music in China

Day 10 Depart for home
Transer to Beijing’s Internationalidoort for return flight to USA




Other Standard Performance Tours in China

Tour #1 (8 nights / 10 days)
6 nights in Beijing (with an excursion to Tianjin), 2 night&iian

Tour #2 (8 nights / 10 days)
5 nights in Beijing, 2 nights in Qinhuangdao, 1 night in Tianjin

Tour #3 (8 nights / 10 days)
4 nights in Beijing, 2 nights in Hangzhou, 2 nights in Shanghdi

Tour #4 (10 nights / 12 days)
5 nights in Beijing, 1 night in Tianjin, 2 nights in Qinhuangdao, 2 nights in Shenyang

Tour #5 (5 nights / 7 days)
5 nights in Beijing

Tour #6 (8 nights / 10 days)
1 night in Suzhou, 2 nights in Wuxi, 1 night in Nanjing, 2 nights in Hangzhou, 2 nights in Shanghai

Tour #7 (6 nights / 8 days)
2 nights in Hong Kong, 2 nights in Shenzhen, 2 nights in Guangzhou

These and all our other Standard Tours may be viewed on our website at www.musiccelebrations.com

Music Celebrations International would also be happy to create a
custom tour to meet your specific wishes and interests.

What others have said

“If Americans don't do this tour, they are nlitsWe were treated like royall)
. . everywhere we went. This was the most amazing trip | could ever imagine. TH
599”7_9 itonce is b ‘?ﬁer than of the trip for what we got was such a good bargain. The meals were so won

being told 100 times. the tour guides were all great, and every concert was just awesome. It was ter

- Mr. Clair Neamand, Parkland High School Choir, Pennsylval

“I wanted to write andlet you know just what a wonderful trip it turned out to bd
In every way, it far exceeded our expectations and we thank you all sincerd
having made the entire project possible. The whole trijp was over the top,
educational, enlightening and incredibly rewarding. It truly was the trip o
lifetime and we thank you again for helping to make it possible!”

- James Walker, SUNY Geneseo Symphony Orchestra, New

"The tour has made a lifelong impression on our students in numerous ways, n
of which may not surface for years to come. Our students shared their music, 1
culture and their friendship in a manner that reflects very positively on our scho
community and nation. The administrators were very impressed with everything
the tour, and felt it was one of the greatest experiences we could ever have giv|
students.”

- Bill Jastrow, Neuqua Valley High School Band, llling
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